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A 


PROTOS 4A 


Conſideration of the MEMBERS of the LEGISLATURE 


F O R 


Raiſing a Certain Yearly Revenue to the Crown by a New Act of Parliament 7o be made fo 
the better Reguiating of Meaſure in Reſpect to Liquors ; as WINE, BRANDY, Rum, 
CYDER, BEER, ALE, Mum, @&c. Such as are vended in Publick Houſes, Cellars, 
Vaults ; Or etherw!/e in Glaſs Bottles, Stone, or other Earthen Veſſels, within the King- 
doms of Great Britain, Wales, or Town of Berwick pon Tweed. 


SENG ax HEREAS it is moſt notorious, That the aforeſaid Liquors vended in Pub- 
ä 9 lic Houſes, &c. as aforeſaid, uſed for our own Conſumption at Home, or for 
Shipping off to our Colonies and Plantations Abroad, are found to want con- 
{iderably in their reſpective Quantities of due and lawful Meaſure. And, 
—- WuHEREas the ſaid Want of Meaſure chiefly procedes from an unwar- | 
MY KGExq,> rantable Practice crept into a Cuſtom, of making all Qyar?, Pint, and Ha'f- 
., Bottles in divers Shapes and Forms, ſo as to deceive the Eye, and pinch | 
| in the Meaſure they ought to contain; whereby People in general are not 
only deprived of their reſpective juſt Meaſure, and Quantities which they buy and pay for; 
but likewiſe many Broils and Quarrels from thence enſue, which, to the Detriment of 
His Majeſty's good Subjects, often end in Rioting, Fighting, Law-ſuits, and other evil 
Conſequences. | 
NEITHER is it unlikely but that by the ſaid unwarrantable Practice of uſing unlawful Bottles, 
the Exports of the aforeſaid Liquors are lefſen'd to our Colonies and Plantations Abroad 
ſome Complaints from thoſe Parts having been made on the like Score: Which Diminution 
of our ſaid Exports (if it may be allow'd as a Reaſon to affect our Imports of the aforeſaid 
foreign Liquors) muſt render the Sum total of Duties paid yearly for Importation and Expor- 
tation on our own, and foreign Liquors, much leſs now than otherwiſe they would be, was 
- the Practice of making Bottles unlawfully meaſurable entirely removed. And, 
WHEREAS the Duties ariſing from this Propoſal, might ſerve to help to ſupply the Defi- 
ciency that may happen to the Revenue, in Caſe the Uſe of that moſt pernicious, ſpirituous |! 
Liquor called Gin, or Geneva, with all the other Sorts of the ſame Nature, which are fo 
hurtful to human Creatures, are aboliſh'd; the late Increaſe of the Uſe whereof has not only 
deſtroy d the Lives and weaken'd the Conſtitutions of many People; but alſo diminiſhed the 
Revenues ariſing by thoſe wholeſom brew'd Ma/t Liquors, the moderate Uſe of which en- 
liven, cheriſh, and help to nouriſh the Conſtitutions of the induſtrious, and laborious Part 
of Mankind. = 
IT is therefore humbly propoſed as a Benefit deſirable to the Publick, as well as for the 
Promoting of His Majeſty's Royal Revenue; 


THAT All Bottles of Glaſs, Stone, Earthen, or other Brittle Ware manufactured in Great 
Britain, Wales, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, ſhall be made to contain juſt and lawful 
Meaſure, according to their reſpective Sizes and Denuminations ; which, I have experienc'd * 
at Glaſs-houjes, nay eatily be done, by making the Mouids uſed for Mould Bottles propor- 
tionately larger than what they are at preſent; and by uling a little more Breath to the 
Blowing of Bottles made without Mcuulds. | 


THAT 
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THAT Every fingle Bottle ſhall be marked with a Stamp affixed on the Out- ſide to de- 
note the Quantity it is lawfully to contain; and the ſaid Stamp not being transferable from 
one Bottle to another, will prevent Frauds, and benefit the Revenue by each Stamp periſhing 
with the Bottle. 

THAT for each Stamp the Manufacturer ſhall pay a Duty proportionable to the Size of 
the Bottle it is fixed on; that is to ſay, for the Stamp on each Quart Bottle One Penny; on 
each Pint One Half- Penny, and the like Proportion for all other Sizes: The ſaid Duty is 
not unprecedented, but the Regulation of ſtamping Bottles to prevent fraudulent Meaſure is 
entirely new, as well as advantagious. 

THAT to each Gl/aſs-houje, or Place of Manufactury for Bottles, &c. as aforeſaid, one 
Perſon, or more if requiſite, may be aſſigned for inſpecting into the Contents of the ſaid 
Bottles ; and then, and there to affix, or cauſe to he affixed, the proper Impreſſion on each 
Bottle while hot, to denote its containing lawful Meaſure. 

THAT by a Parliamentary Inquiry the Number of Manufacturers being found out, and 
of each Manufacturer, an Account taken of his yearly Conſumption of Bottles, &c. as afore- 
ſaid; a preſent Computation may be made of the Number of Perſons that may be required 

to be employed in Attending at the Places of Manufacturies ; and of all Charges; and how 
much the whole of the ſaid Duty may yearly amount to. 

THAT to prevent Frauds, or any illegal Practices being committed by the Manufacturers, 
or Venders of Liquors, by way of forging any Marks in Imitation of the lawful Ones, in 
Order to introduce a ///er Bottle, or Bottles among the Publick, a certain Fine, or Penalty 
might be enacted for all Offenders, or Aggreſſors of that Sort, to pay proportionate to the 
Offence, he, ſhe, or they ſhall commit in Contempt of any Law ſubſiſting. 

THAT ſuch a Fine, or Penalty being regulated by Law againſt all Offenders, as propoſed 
in the foregoing Paragraph, will be a Means to make every Perſon capable of knowing what 
Satisfaction to demand when injured by falſe Meaſure ; and conſequently, there will be no 
Occaſion for Perſons on Purpoſe to inſpe& into publick, or private Houſes, on Account of 
this New Duty, as is uſual in other Caſes ſubjected to Duties; which will render the Charge 
of this New Regulation the leſs to the Crown, and the Conveniency thereof the more accep- 
table to the Subjects. 

THAT All Bottles imported from Foreign Parts, either with, or without Liquors, ſhall 
pay the like Duty as Boles pay that are made here; and the ſaid Foreign Bottles, after having 
paid the Duty aforeſaid at the Cuſfom- hoiſſe, ſhall then and there be marked likewiſe in a pe- 
culiar Manner, in Order to be diſtinguiſhed from others; which ſaid Mark being fixed to 
each Bottle immediately, either with Liquor in them, or without, may be done by a Method 
I have deviſed, without any Riſque or Prejudice to the Liquors or Bottles, in as ſhort a Time 
as Bottles are ſtamp'd hot at a Glaſ5-houſe ; and at a much leſſer Expence than what they 
charge at Glaſs-houſes for putting of any Stamps to a Bottle. 

THAT All Bottles, either ſtamp'd at the Glaſs-bouſe, or mark'd at the Cuftom-houſe, as 
aforeſaid, may be allow'd a Draw-back when ſhipp'd off, for being ſent beyond the Seas, 
equal to the Duties they have paid for their reſpective Stamps here at Home; which will 
encourage the Demands from Abroad the more, when our Liquors are ſent in meaſurable 
Bottles; and in Courſe cauſe a larger Conſumption of Bottles, and conſequently encreaſe like- 
wiſe our Duties by a larger Importation and Exportation of Liquors. 

THAT as All Bolties in general being to be ſubjected to the Stamp, the better to prevent 
further Frauds in their Deficiency of Meaſure; It muſt be ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of Par- 
liament, whether Bottles belonging to private Perſons, or private Families, and not uſed in 
Trade, ſhall have a certain Time of one Year, or longer, allowed them for their bein 
ſhipped off, in Order to facilitate the Owners being obliged to ſupply themſelves with Bottles 
lawfully ſtamp'd; Or whether as a greater Indulgency to private Perſons and private Fami- 
lies, they may be allowed to uſe their preſent Bottles till Time and Accidents deſtroy them ; 
and ſo as they want new Ones, they cannot avoid ſupplying themſelves with ſtamp'd Ones; 
as no Other Sort will be made. 

THAT All Botties uſed among the Publick for the Vending of Liquors are deficient in 
juſt Meaſure, is obvious from the Procedings of the Sellers of Liquors ; who themſelves will 
ask you, if you order any Quantity of Liquor to be bottled, whether you will have it put 
in Bottles of 13, or 14, or more to the Dozen; which makes it plain, that all Liquors ſold 
by the ſingle Bottle, or in Bottle Meaſure, muſt fall ſhort of the due Quantity it is ſold for. 

The Manufacturers may add the Stamp Monies they pay to the Price of their Bottles, and 
he Venders of Liquors may do the ſame to their Cuſtomers ; allowing to each Cuſtomer 
he ſame Price back again upon the Return of each Bottle : And all Perſons, who are hk 

SRL, Dealers 
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Dealers in Liquors, by paying that Duty extraordinary for each Bot le, which they buy fo 
their own or Family's Uſe, will be Gainers of treble, or quadruple the Value in Liquor 
as often as ſuch ſtamp'd Bottles are refilled with Liquors bought by Bottle Meaſure ; and hi 
ſame Advantage every Perſon will have, ſhould even the Vintners charge one Penny n ore, cha 
at preſent, in the Price of each ſingle Bottle of Wine they ſell within Do: rs, or without. 

THAT as no o:her Bottles but thoſe made in Great Britain, &c. will be uſed for ihe 
Vending of Liquors in Publick Houſes, &c. the ſame will promote a ſeparate Advan age 'C 
the Manufacturer; the ſtamping of Foreign Bittles at the Cuſtom-Louje be ng only to de 
note their having paid a Duty, in Order that when exported they may be intidled to 
Draws-back, 

THAT in the Year 1695. when the like Duty was laid on Bott es made only in England 
(and not Great Britain) and tho' at the very fame Time a Duty of Five Shil.:ngs per Chak 
dron was likewiſe laid on Coals; and that by the fame Duty on Bottles at that Time ne 
Manner of Advantage accrued to the Publick, and ſtill the ſad Duty amoun.ed the ver 
irt Year to upwards of 7000 J. And therefore, if under all the aforeſa.d Diſadvan ages 


it amounted to ſo much 40 Years ago, it cannot but make a very conliderable Revenue 
at preſent : 


1/7, Wurd the Duty is to be paid throughout Great Britain. And, 


24)y, Wn it is defired by the Publick for the Benefit of promoting juſt and lawful Mea 
- fare. And, | 


3/'y, Wu it may prove a Means for Abol:ſhing that deſtructive ſpirituous Liquor, of 
Liquors aforeſaid. And, 

4thly, Wren the Cuſtom of ſerving all Liquors in Bottles is more general than ever. And, 
Srl, As Wines, and other Coſtly Liquors are more familiarly drank by Perſons of al 
Ranks and Quality at preſent, than was ever done heretofore. 


THAT beſides the Advantages herein propoſed to the Publick, ſuch as, 
Tur Procuring of juſt and lawful Meaſure to the Subject. 


Tx Preventing of many Riots, Fighting, and other evil Conſequences, that the Want 
of this New Regulation occaſions. 

Tur peculiar Advantage that might be made of it, for the Preſervation of the Lives 
and Conſtitutions of many thouſand Perſons, ſhould the Riſe of this Revenue be an 
Inducement to fink that of the pernicious ſpirituous Liquors. 

Tur Duty in itſelf being ſo eaſy, that tho' to be firſt paid by the Manufacturers, the 
will make it center among he Publick ; and Every One will pay it with Pleaſure 
by being the greater Gainer for it in the Value of the Liquors. 

Tur Subjects no: being troubl'd with Inſpectors, as in Caſes of other Duties. 


I ay, That beſides all theſe Advantages, the Impoſing of this beneficial, and defirable 
New Stamp Duty will not only help to ſupply the Deficiency that may happen on the tota 
Abolithing the Uſe of unwholeſome, and deſtructive ſpirituous Liquors aforeſaid ; but alſc 
when the Uſe of wholſome brew'd Malt Liquors is revived, and the diminiſhed Revenue 
thercof re-increas'd thereby, the ſaid Stamp Duty will be a Fund in Reſerve for taking of 
and eaſing the Subject in other Duties that are a Burthen to them. 

However might it happen, that the Uſe of the ſaid pernicious ſpirituous Liquors ſhoulc 
not be quite prohibited; but only the ſpreading of its Infection ſo extenſively as it now 
does, be by ſome Means prevented; it is to be wiſhed, that the Tolerating of the ſaid per 
nicious Liquors under ſome Reſtrictions, may in no wiſe interfere with the Promoting of the 
aforeſaid beneficial Service to the Publick for the better Regulating of Meaſure ; whereby a 
Conſiderable Revenue will accrue to HIS MAJESTY. 


Humbly Offer'd by 


A. M. 


PROPOSAL 


Humbly Offer'd to the 


Conſideration of the Members of 
the LEGISL ATURE; 
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Preventirg fraudulent Meaſure in 
Glais-Bokles, &c, | 


